Newsletter No.1
4th September 2020
Dear Parents,
Welcome back to the start of a new academic year. A special extended welcome to the new families and staff to our school community.
The children have made a fantastic start to the new school year over the last two days. The children participated in a welcome back
assembly (via zoom!) where we acknowledged the challenges we have all faced throughout the year, however, as part of God’s
community we can all try our best to be living examples of the gospels through; helping each other, being respectful, having manners,
using our gifts through hard work and effort, sharing and putting the thoughts of others first. The children have really responded to this
and school has had a wonderful atmosphere. The children have embraced the new procedures around school, including lunchtime
systems - Well done children!
New StaffWe welcome the following staff to our school community:
Miss A Fraser – Year 4 Class Teacher
Miss O Shiels – Year 1 Class Teacher
Mrs D Smith – Y2 Maternity Cover for Miss R Miller (Returning in October)
We are sure you will introduce yourselves and make them feel even more welcome when you see them.
Request for an Update of Details
For the school to run effectively communications in both directions between home and school is vital, therefore we will try to ensure that
all newsletters are electronically sent every other Friday. It is vital that we have your updated details- If you were receiving texts and
newsletters last year and your details are the same then you do not need to do anything as we still have them in our system. If you have
not given us your updated mobile phone number or email, please call the school office to update these details.
Social Distancing Communication with parents
NO parents are allowed into the school building, unless staff have organised a prearranged meeting. All communication with school must
be through the enquiry email : enquiry@stjosutton.net or telephone 0121 3546270
Thank you for your cooperation with this.
Clarification regarding collection of children
If you have arranged for a different family member, friend or other parent to those who usually collect your child at the end of the day,
you MUST inform school. Please email the school via the enquiry email, FAO your child’s class teacher. Alternatively, you can ring and
let the office know if it is at short notice. Staff will not release children to other parents if notification has not been received.
Jewellery in School
For children’s safety and to prevent the loss of valued items, jewellery is not allowed in school, including earrings for health and safety
reasons. The only exception to this rule is regarding watches which may be worn; however, watches should not be worn on P.E., Games
or Swimming days to reduce the possibility of them being lost. Make up is not permitted in school, e.g. nail varnish.
Uniform
Please could you send your child in with a coat every day, we endeavour for the children to be outside as much as possible and often the
weather can be unpredictable.
Votes for Schools
We are excited this year to launch an exciting new initiative called Votes for Schools. Votes for Schools exists to give young people the
knowledge they need & tools required to change the world around them. The programme helps teachers to address current affairs &
sensitive topics while lighting up the classroom & sparking pupil interest in new areas. The voting platform gives pupils a respected &
influential voice. Please see the parent poster attached at the end of the newsletter for more information.

Cultural Capital
With a new school year, we are working hard to continue to develop our cultural capital in and around school. Cultural capital is
embodied by an individual who is knowledgeable about a wide range of culture and is comfortable discussing its value and merits. It is
characterised by the experience and skill to be able to deploy the appropriate knowledge in any given situation: a job interview, a
conversation with a neighbour, building a work network and so on. Evidence suggests that the cultural capital passed on through families
helps children do better in school. Each month will have a different focus on each of the themes below and will be shared with the
children throughout assemblies, during lesson time and throughout school. Please use this as a time to talk to your children and help
develop their knowledge of the world around them.

Musician of the Month— Johann Sebastian Bach
Artist of the Month— Barbara Hepworth
Word of the Month- Considerate
Inspirational Person of the Month— Muhammad Ali
Heard.

School Crossing Patrol Cover -St Josephs, Tamworth Road
Please see the job advert at the end of this newsletter regarding the School Crossing Patrol Warden, if you know anybody who may be
interested in this post, please let them know!

Lord our God,
in your wisdom and love
you surround us with the mysteries of the universe.
Send your spirit upon these pupils
and fill them with your wisdom and blessings.
Grant that they may devote themselves to their studies
and draw ever closer to you,
the source of all knowledge.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Yours sincerely,

G M O’Hara
Executive Principal

Mrs N Hill
Acting Head of School

Mrs L Chambers
Acting Vice Principal

